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W elcome to the latest issue of Heart International. Cardiovascular science continues to evolve at an  

impressive rate, and the range of articles presented here highlights cutting-edge technology and innovation 

within cardiology.

We begin with a commentary by Divaka Perera on the REVIVED study, which evaluated whether percutaneous coronary 

intervention could improve outcomes in patients with heart failure (HF).

Moving next to atrial fibrillation (AF), Rahimi et al. present a systematic review and meta-analysis of studies describing 

the efficacy of endothelial adhesion molecules as predictive biomarkers for AF. In addition, Sanchez-Somonte and Verma 

describe a multielectrode catheter with 3D mapping capabilities that can deliver ‘single-shot’ pulsed electrical field 

ablation for AF.

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is the most common monogenic cardiovascular disorder; however, until recently, effective 

treatment options have been limited. Reyes et al. describe the mechanism of action and clinical development of 

mavacamten, a first-in-class oral modulator of cardiac myosin for the treatment of hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.

Despite an established diagnostic and treatment pathway, a diagnosis of vasospastic angina is often overlooked in 

patients presenting with chest pain. Sinha et al. provide a comprehensive review of the pathophysiology, diagnosis and 

management of vasospastic angina.

In patients at high risk for haemodynamic instability during percutaneous coronary intervention, practitioners are 

increasingly opting for prophylactic mechanical circulatory support. Vetrovec et al. review and identify the best strategies 

for reducing vascular and bleeding risk for percutaneous left ventricular assist device-supported high-risk percutaneous

coronary intervention.

Natriuretic peptides are established biomarkers for the diagnosis and prognosis of HF. In a review article, Horluchi et al. 

explore their clinical utility in guiding treatment decisions in HF.

Venous thromboembolism is a major cause of death in patients with cancer. Ramcharitar et al. discuss clinical evidence 

in support of the use of direct oral anticoagulants in the management of cancer-associated venous thromboembolism, as 

well as considering future treatment directions.

Heart International would like to thank our authors for producing insightful and informative articles. A special thanks goes 

to our editorial board for their continued guidance. We are also grateful to all organizations and media partners for their 

on-going support. We hope that you will find this edition enjoyable and informative. q


